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So, what is deforestation? Deforestation is the act of cutting down trees in large amounts               

for purposes such as building new roads, constructions and so on. We face a lot of problems due                  
to deforestation all around the world, and while some countries can easily prevent deforestation,              
for some it’s hard. However, there are always ways to prevent deforestation from taking a worse                
turn.  
 

Recently, the Grade 10 group went to Cambodia, where we visited both the capital Phnom               
Penh and the Beng Pae community, where our camp, Camp Beng Pae was located. Camp Beng Pae                 
is located in a wildlife reserve that is facing problems of deforestation. The trees there are mainly                 
being used to provide fruits and wood for housing, and the villagers are cutting down more trees                 
than they can replant them. Meanwhile, in countries like Malaysia, trees are being chopped down               
for new constructions. In Malaysia, cutting down trees and building new roads isn’t only money,               
but also the death of animals. As a result of losing its habitat, animals can die. 
 

It’s not just Cambodia and Malaysia going through these kinds of issues with             
deforestation. Many countries around the world also face deforestation, but some are handling             
the problem better than others. For example, Indonesia is one of the countries with the highest                
rate of forest-clearing, while in India, citizens try to prevent climate change with the whole               
country planting 50 million trees in one day. Even a little bit of reforestation in such a large                  
country like India can help contribute restore the trees. 
 

What can we do to help contribute to reforestation? One of the most important things is                
that we should consider different factors and conditions before deciding to cut down trees.              
Arguably the most important factor is environmental conditions. In areas with endangered            
animals and rare ecosystems, deforestation should be avoided. In areas that need greater farm              
and technological development, deforestation can be considered for the sake of trees. 
 

Cutting down a few trees, no matter how much it hurts to say it, is definitely necessary.                 
We need the wood for houses, and we need to clear them for new roads. However, deforestation                 
is the real deal; it’s a problem eating our world alive, but it is definitely avoidable. As citizens, we                   
can help restore the greenery in our world. Why not consider planting a tree or two? 
 
Word count: 397  
 


